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DDO + Suffix 

3ms Atao 3mp ~t'ao ~h,t.a,  
3fs Ht'ao 3fp !t'ao  !h,t.a, 
2ms ^t.ao 2mp ~k,t.a, 
2fs %t'ao 2fp !k,t.a, 
1cs ytiao 1cp Wnt'ao 

 

INDEPENDENT SUBJECT PRONOUNS 

1CS ykinOa' ynIa] 1CP Wnx.n:a] 
2MS hT'a; 2MP ~T,a; 
2FS T.a; 2FP hn"Tea; !Tea; 

3MS aWh 3MP hM'he ~he 
2FS ayhi 3FP hN"he !he 

 

OBJECT SUFFIXES 

 SINGULAR PLURAL 

 ENERGIC REGULAR REGULAR ENERGIC 

3M 

Whn>¤,¤¤ 
 wO¤¤¤  w¤¤¤   

~¤¤¤ 
 

W£¤¤ 

WN¤,¤¤ 
h¤o¤  Wh¤¤¤  

~h,¤¤¤ 
(on pl. nouns)   wy¤'¤¤ 

3F 

hN"¤,¤¤ 
h'¤¤¤ !¤¤¤ 
H¤'¤¤ !h,¤¤¤ 

2M &'n>¤,¤¤ ^¤¤¤ 
~k,¤¤¤ 

 &'¤,¤¤ %¤'¤¤ 
2F  %¤¤¤ !k,¤¤¤ 
1C yNI¤,¤¤ y¤i¤¤  y¤;¤¤ 

Wn¤¤¤ WN¤,¤¤ 
yNI¤;¤¤ ynI¤¤¤ 

 

 NOUN/ADJECTIVE ENDINGS  

 SINGULAR PLURAL  

 ABSOLUTE CONSTRUCT ABSOLUTE CONSTRUCT  

M ¤¤¤ ¤¤¤ ~y¤i¤¤ y¤e¤¤  

F h¤'¤¤ t¤;¤¤ 
twO¤¤¤ 

twO¤¤¤ 
 

t¤o¤¤  
   DUAL  

  M/F ~yI¤;¤¤ y¤e¤¤  
 

 Masculine singular & feminine plural construct endings generally have shorter vowels than their absolute forms 

 ~T'¤¤¤ at the end of a verb will always be a 2ms affix subject + 3mp object suffix  



MARKINGS & MISCELLANIES 
 

Furtive patah: ¤; written slightly to right of consonant – pronounced before the consonant to ease pronunciation 

Meteg: a small vertical line to left of vowel – indicates slight hesitation, keeps syllable open, makes follow shewa vocal 

Mappiq: a dot in H¤' (3fs suffix, her) marking the H as a consonant rather than vowel letter (“feminine period”) 

Atnah: (major disjunctive accent) ind. break in verse/sentence; next word begins new clause; may affect pointings: ybi_a' 
 

Vocal shewa: a shewa is heard as a slight “uh” sound when: 
1) It is under the first consonant in a word  
2) It is the second shewa in a row 
3) It follows a long vowel 
4) It is under a letter that is followed by the same letter 
5) It is under a letter with a dagesh forte 

Vanishing shewa: when two shewas occur at word beginning, 2nd disappears & 1st becomes hireq (ex. ynIker>b'ywI) 
 

BeGaDKePHaT letters (can take dagesh lene): t p k d g b  

Gutturals (do not take dagesh): [ x h a r   

* 3 Rules of Gutturals 
1) Don’t take dagesh     
2) Prefer a-class vowels (qamets or patah) 
3) Gen. take composite shewas (hatef patah or hatef segol) 

o When a guttural’s vowel shifts a composite, vowel under prefix letter shifts to match: hl,[]a;w" 
Compensatory lengthening: when a letter cannot take a dagesh, the preceding vowel lengthens to compensate 
 

Dagesh lene: dagesh in BeGaDKePHaT not immed. preceded by full vowel; no grammatical sig., hardens pronounciation 
Dagesh forte: dagesh in a consonant immediately preceded by full vowel; has the effect of doubling the letter 

 Dagesh forte almost always omitted at the end of a word 
Euphonic dagesh: non-forte, non-lene dagesh, the original melodic function of which we do not know 

Traveling dagesh: in Pi`el affix w/ middle guttural consonants, vowel under 1st root letter may lengthen from ¤i to ¤e 
Vanishing dagesh: dagesh forte is frequently omitted when the vowel under the consonant is shewa 
 

h¤' as extra, unaccented noun suffix denotes motion toward (h directive); trans. to, toward; also locative – trans: on 

£¤; when the patah (or qamets) is underneath an assimilated preposition can indicate an assimilated definite article 

h] at the beginning of a word can be the interrogative h – can attach to a particle, noun/pronoun, verb, or participle 

Gentilic: y¤i at the end of the name of a nation is equivalent to ςite in English (ex. ynI[]n:K.h; Ą the Canaanite) 

Emphatic/paragogic h: non-PGN h at the end of a word, the precise meaning of which is a matter of speculation 

~G:w> … ~G: means ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Χ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ, or ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Χ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜƻǾŜǊ 

Consonantal vav: when what appears to be a holem-vav is preceded by a vowel (ex. twOc.mi) 
 

Numbers 

 Ordinals (first, second, etc.) are attested only for numbers 1-10; identify by finding relevant root 

 Numbers 11-19 take the form 10 + X (smaller number precedes) w/ ƴƻ ΨŀƴŘΩ between:  hrEf.[, vve (16) 

 Numbers > 10 go w/ singular noun, do not agree w/ it in number & gender: hn"v' ~yIT;v.W ~yIVimix] (52 years) 

 Age formula: a person is a son (or daughter) of X years: hn"v' … *tB;] !B, 
 Chronologies: word ‘year’ used w/ each component: hn"v' vlv'w> ~yrIf.[, tn:v.Bi (In the twenty-third year…) 



BASIC HEBREW GRAMMAR CHARTS (DR. BEN SHAW) 

 
Chart 1: Definite Article 

Pointing Explanation Example 

¤h; Ordinary pointing rb'D"h; 
¤¤¤h' Before gutturals a, [, & r hl'[oh' 
¤¤¤h; Before gutturals h & x rmox]h; 
¤¤¤h, Before unstressed h' & [', and always before x' ~yrIh'h, 
¤¤¤h' Before stressed h' & [' rh'h' 

 

Chart 2: Inseparable Prepositions 

 Explanation Example 

1 Ordinarily with a sheva dy"B. ^l. 
2 With hireq before simple sheva jxov.li 
3 Before composite sheva, the corresponding short vowel rv,a]K; 
4 Before y>, they take hireq & the sheva under the yod falls away hd"Whyli 
5 With  ~yIhloa/  they take a tsere ~yhiloale 
6 With hwhy they take a patah hwhyl; 
7 Before a stressed syllable, they take a qamets ~k,l' 

 

Chart 3: The Vav Conjunction 

 Explanation Example 

1 Ordinarily pointed with sheva dy"w> 
2 Before simple sheva or b, m, p, it is W !ybeW 
3 Before compositive sheva it takes corresponding short vowel ynIbew: 
4 Before y> it takes hireq and the sheva under the yod falls away hd"WhywI 
5 With  ~yIhloa/  they take a tsere ~yhiloawE 
6 With hwhy they take a patah hwhyw: 
7 Before a stressed syllable, it often takes a qamets [r"w" 

 

Chart 4: The Preposition Min 

 Explanation Example 

1 As a separate word, it is attached by maqqeph ~wOqm'-!mi 
2 Inseparably, before ordinary consonants £mi ~wOqM'mi 
3 Inseparable, before gutturals & resh ¤¤¤me #r<a,me 
4 With suffixes, usually reduplicated “from you” “from me” yNIM,mi ^M.mi 

 



NOUNS & PRONOUNS 

 
Nouns have three properties: gender, number, & state (absolute or construct) 
 
Morphology of Nouns 

 Safely assume a noun is masculine unless it ends in h¤', t¤,, or t¤;  (exceptions: #r<a, (land), ry[i (city)) 

 Absolute forms never take suffixes 

 Construct forms are used for all suffixes, inasmuch as suffixes create genitive relationships 

o Feminine nouns with suffixes will end in t – because suffixes are added to the construct form 

 Nouns are often formed from verbal roots (see pp. 132-133) 

 Segolates usually have segol as second vowel, accented on 1st syllable, have identical absolute & construct forms 

 Generally speaking, as a noun word lengthens, its vowels will shorten 

 m is often used as a noun-ifying preformative on verb roots 

 
Four ways in which a noun can be definite 

 It is a proper name 

 It has the definite article 

 It has a possessive suffix 

 It is a construct noun in a definite construct chain 
 
Construct chains are used to create genitives, usually (but not always) two words in length 

 The last link in a construct chain is called the absolute, while the first word is called the construct 
o Only the absolute may carry the components that make a noun definite 
Á Having the definite article 
Á Being a proper noun (name) 
Á Having a possessive pronoun (my, his, etc.) 

o If the absolute is definite, the whole chain is definite – you can translate w/ ‘the’ in front of the whole chain 
 

ta, is the definite direct object (DDO) indicator, which while untranslated, indicates that word(s) following: 

1) Are the object(s) of the verb 
2) Are definite 

 
The DDO marker can never combine with a preposition; however, it may be combined with object suffixes 

tae by itself is either the DDO or the preposition with (as DDO w/ suffix, it will take holem; as prep., it will take hireq) 

When the preposition tae combines w/ pronoun, it can be differentiated from DDO + pronoun by its having a dagesh: 

 ytiao (me) 

 yTai (with me) 
 

rv,a] clauses: subordinate clauses introduced by rv,a] after the antecedent & terminated by a resumptive pronoun: 

 Acr>a;B. bveyO ykinOa' rv,a ] ynIc]n:K.h; (the Canaanite, in whose land I am dwelling) 

rv,a]  compounded w/ prepositions becomes untranslated & converts prepositions into conjunctions: 

 T'r>B;DI rv,a]K; hf ,[]T; !Ke (thus you will do just as you spoke) 

 
w> (simple vav) + noun: usually introduces a subordinate clause (recall normal Hebrew syntax is verb-subject-object) 

 



ADJECTIVES 
 

Only gerunds (participles & infinitives) can take adjectival modifiers; finite verb forms cannot. 
The 3rd person independent pronouns can also function as a demonstrative adjectives (that, these) 
Numerals do not follow normal rules of adjective agreement Ą often appear in opposite gender from words modified 
 

Attributive adjectives in Hebrew: 
1)   Follow the nouns they modify   
2)  Agree with nouns in gender, number, & definiteness  
 
Predicate adjectives in Hebrew: 
1)   Usually precede the noun    
2)  Agree w/ noun in gender & number, but NOT (necessarily or usually) definiteness 
 

Some kinds/uses of adjectives:   

Attributive (definite) Hb'wOJh; #r<añ'h'  the good land 

Attributive (indefinite) Hb'wOj #r<añ, a good land 

Attributive (demonstrative) taZOh; #r<añ'h' this land 

Predicate #r<añ'h' hb'wOj the land is good 

 !qez" ... %l,Mñ,h;w> and the king was old 

Predicate (demonstrative) #r<añ'h' tazO this is the land 

 ^yhñ,loa/ hL,aeñ these are your gods 

Substantive ~h,me dx;a; one of them 

 

PREPOSITIONS 
 

The only verbal forms which can take prepositions are infinitives (most commonly) and participles (acting as nouns) 
 

VOWELS (DR. BEN SHAW) 

 LONG SHORT REDUCED 
A B' B; B] 

NAME qamets patah hatef patah 

SOUND as in father as in fat a in elephant 

E Bee  yBe B, B/ 
NAME tsere, tsere yod segol hatef segol 

SOUND as in they as in set 2nd e in elephant 

I yBi Bi  

NAME  hireq yod hireq  

SOUND i in machine i in pit  

O AB  Bo B' B\ 
NAME holem vav  holem qamets hatuf hatef qamets 

SOUND o as in hole o as in pot o as in armor 

U WB Bu  

NAME shureq qibbuts  

SOUND u as in rule u as in put  
 



VERBS 
 

There are three types of verbs in Hebrew: 

 Strong  keep all three root letters 

 Strong weak keep all three root letters, but vowel patterns change (ex. middle guttural verbs) 

 Weak weak  regularly lose root letters 
 

Verb forms are exegetically significant; verb stems are not. Stems have nothing to do with tense – they simply tell us 
what the word means. There are seven major stems (following usages may NOT apply if verb not occur in Qal):  

 (l[;P') Qal           basic meaning    (l[;p.nI) Nif`al  passive, reflexive 

 (l[ePi) Pi`el        intensive, denominative, privative  (l[;Pu) Pu`al   passive of Pi`el 

 (ly[ip.hi) Hiph`il      causative     (l[;p.h') Hoph`al passive of Hiph`il 

 (l[P;t.hi) Hithpa`el  continuous, iterative, reflexive, or intensive 
 

Hebrew prefix/affix represent aspects of actions, rather than tenses: 

 Prefix forms w/out vav conversive present ongoing, incomplete action  

 Prefix forms w/ vav conversive present completed action or temporal sequence  

 Affix forms present completed action or description of state/condition  
 

VERB CHARTS (DR. BEN SHAW) 
 

Verb Chart 1: Parsing Guide Summary 

Word Root Stem Form P/G/N Other 
Features 

This is the 
word as it is 
found in the 
text 

This is the 
three-letter 
lexical form 

Seven 
possibilities: 
Qal, Niphal 
Piel, Pual 
Hiphil, 
Hophal 
Hitpael 
There are a 
few other 
possibilities, 
but Qal, Piel, 
and Hiphil 
account for 
90% of all 
verb forms in 
the Old 
Testament 

There are five 
possibilities: 
Affix 
Prefix 
Imperative 
Infinitive 
Participle 

P(erson) has 
three 
possibilities: 
1st, 2nd, 3rd 
 
G(ender) has 
three 
possibilities: 
Masculine 
Feminine 
Common 
(which is 
found only in 
1st person 
forms and 
Affix 3rd plural 
 
N(umber) has 
two 
possibilities: 
Singular, 
plural 

Here are 
included such 
things as vav 
conversive, 
vav reversive, 
and suffixes 

 



VERB FORM & TENSE USAGES 
 

£w: is called a VAV CONVERSIVE, and indicates three things: 

1) Word is a verb            
2) Subject of verb is doubled pronoun following the vav (prefix form) 
3) Verb should be trans. in past tense 

w> at beginning of affix form verbs is simple vav or vav reversive Ą trans. future or continue tense of previous conn. verb 

w> secondarily may indicate frequentive past Ą “And it used to be…” 
 

GUTTURAL roots beginning w/ [, x, or h have ¤; under Qal prefix (except 1st sg, where a is guttural & usually has ¤,) 
 

HOLLOW VERBS are verbs that regularly lose a middle root letter (never occur in the Pi`el stem) 

 In Qal prefix, vowel under the prefix letter is ¤' rather than ¤. 
 In Qal affix, vowel under 1st root letter will be ¤' for 3rd person, but ¤; for 2nd/1st person 

 In Qal prefix, root vowel is retained, but in 2fp and 3fp it is shortened (ex. ~Wqy" (3ms), but hn"m.qoT' (3fp)) 

 In Hiph`il, the Hiph`il stem vowel appears in place of the verb’s middle root letter  

 In Hiph`il prefix, vowel under the prefix letter is ¤' where the Hiph`il strong verb has ¤;  
 

HIPH`IL – usually gives a causative meaning to roots (“to cause” or “to make” + Qal meaning) Ą affix performs w/ ¤hi 
 In 1st & 2nd person strong affix, vowel under second root letter is ¤; instead of y¤i or ¤e 
 1st guttural 3rd h verbs have identical forms in the Qal & Hiph`il prefix 

 If a holem after 1st root letter not indicating Qal participle, likely indicating Hiph`il prefix (ancient 1st w) 

 

HOPH`AL – passive of Hiph`il, a Hiph`il type form whose 1st vowel is wO, W, ¤u, or ¤' in closed unaccented syllable 

 
HITHPA`EL – some letters will undergo metathesis 
 
NIF`AL – Basic function is passive of Qal; also reflexive (to/for oneself), reciprocal (to/with another), or emotional state 

 Nif`al affix generally follows ¤¤;¤.nI pattern 

 1st n has dagesh forte in 2nd root letter representing assimilated n of root: ha'f.n)" (Qal 3fs) Ą ha'F.nI (Nif`al 3fs) 

 Prefix form w/ 1st guttural undergoes compensatory lengthening: rmea'YEw: (¤i lengthened to ¤e under prefix letter) 

 Nifallibilities – both imperative & infinitive indicated by ¤¤£hi; participle marked by ¤¤'¤nI 
 

VERB VOCALIZATION CHANGES 
 

Vocalization changes can occur in a verb when a suffix is added – mostly in the Qal: 

1. Vowels at beginning of word may reduce: rm;v' (3ms Qal affix) Ą Hr"m'v. (3ms Qal affix + 3fs suffix)  

a. Hebrew accent goes toward the end of a word; as a word lengthens, vowels at the beginning will reduce  
b. ¢Ƙǳǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǾƻǿŜƭǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΩǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ǾƻǿŜƭǎ 

2. Affix pronouns may lose characteristic vocalization: T'r>m;v' (2ms Qal affix) Ą ynIT;r>m;v. (2ms Qal affix + 1cs suffix)  

3. May be extra syllable to facilitate pronunciation: rmov.yI (3ms Qal prefix) Ą ynIrEm.v.yI (3ms Qal prefix + 1cs suffix)  

4. Ambiguous cases requires astuteness: ^r>m('v. (3ms Qal affix + 2ms suffix) Ą ^r>m'v. (Qal inf. + 2ms suffix)  



ECCENTRICITIES OF WEAK VERBS (DR. BEN SHAW) 
 

1.  1st n  

a.  n pointed with sheva assimilates to following consonant. This is true in the Qal and Niphal prefix, and in all forms 

of the Hiphil and Hophal 

b.  n drops off in Qal imperative and infinitive construct 

c.  Piel, Pual, and Hitpael are regular 
 

2.  1st y (original 1st w) 

a.  y drops off in Qal prefix, imperative, and infinitive construct 

b.  Original 1st w appears in all derived stems, usually appearing as a wO 
 

3.  Hollow verbs 
a.  Middle root letter drops out in the Qal affix and all forms of the Hophal 

b.  A helping vowel (wO) is added before the affix pronouns in Niphal and Hiphil 

c.  The difference between Qal prefix and Hiphil prefix is that the X-Chart dot vowel appears between the two 
strong root letters in the Hiphil, whereas, the original root letter appears in the Qal, as in this chart 

 

Qal prefix 3ms          ~Wqy" 
Niphal affix 3ms        ~Aqn" 
Hiphil affix 3ms         ~yqihe 
Hiphil prefix 3ms       ~yqiy" 
Hophal prefix 3ms     ~q;Wy 

 

4.  3rd h verbs 

 These are the second-most difficult type of weak verbs. Thus, it is worth the student’s while to spend time perusing 
Charts L & N in the textbook (448-9, 452-3) 

a.  In all forms with pronouns after the root, the h drops out (replace w/ y), in all other cases the h remains. 

b.  In affix 3fs, the h is replaced by t, e.g. ht'l.G" (Qal affix) 
 

5.  Geminate verbs. These are the least predictable, therefore they have the least reliable patterns. Spend time 
perusing Chart I (442-3). 

 
 



IMPERATIVES (sometimes lose root letters Ą use MLC to identify) 

 Formed by removing the prefix pronoun from 2nd person prefix forms Ą usually obvious by conversational context 

 Combinations of imperative followed by affix very common Ą imperative force carries through affix forms 

 Negative commands do not use imperative forms Ą expressed with la; or awOl + prefix form 

 aN"- at the end of a verb can indicate a volitional form (imperative, cohortative, or jussive) 
 

Cohortative (1st person) Imperative (2nd person) Jussive (3rd person) 

[Ŝǘ ƳŜκǳǎ ŘƻΧ ό¸ƻǳύ ŘƻΧ [Ŝǘ ƘƛƳκƘŜǊκǘƘŜƳ ŘƻΧ 

h¤' at end of a 1st person prefix  2nd prefix sans prefix pronoun Iden. to 3rd prefix Ą may use shorter form; 

la; + 3rd prefix Ą jussive 
 

¤¤¤. 
dqoP. 

Qal imperative 1st gutturals have composite shewa: rmoa/ or dbo[] 
Imperative never looks like ¤¤¤' (Qal affix pattern) 
Hollows have all 3 root letters & look verb’s dictionary form 

¤£¤;; Pi`el imperative dQeP; 
¤¤e¤h Hif`il imperative (strong) dqep.h; 
¤¤eh' Hif`il imperative (hollow) ~qeh' 
¤¤ewOh Hif`il imperative (1st y) bvewOh 

¤¤£hi Nif`al imperative dqeP'hi 
 
PARTICIPLES  Ą always refer to “somebody doing something,” never abstract action Ą trans. acc. to tense of main verb 

 Only form of the verb that can take definite article Ą trans. “the one(s) who X” 

 Absolute/construct endings very often occur, indicating subject of the participle 

 No person (no 1st, 2nd, or 3rd person pronouns) Ą can function as verbs, adjectives, or gerunds 

 May have attached prepositions when acting like nouns, but prepositions most commonly prefix infinitive forms 

 When occur w/ indep. pronoun, it’s used as a verb Ą trans. contin. or imminent present (am going/about to go) 

 When occur w/ another verb, may be used as a gerund/noun (ex. h[,ro hy"h' – he was a shepherd) 
 

¤¤wO¤ or ¤¤¤o Qal participle Never w/ prefix form 

¤W¤¤' Qal passive participle Regularly used as adjective 

¤¤' or ¤¤e Qal hollow participle Looks identical to 3ms affix 

¤£¤m. Pi`el participle cf. X-Chart “all the rest” 

¤£¤um. Pu`al participle cf. X-Chart “all the rest” 

¤¤¤m' Hof`al participle cf. X-Chart “all the rest” 

¤y¤i¤m; Hi`fil participle 1st y verbs are ¤y¤iwOm 

¤¤'¤nI Nif`al participle 3rd a / 3rd h affix look same 

 

 Hollow verbs have irregular participial forms (ex. aB' can be 3ms affix or ms participle) Ą how to determine? 

o If combined w/ another participle, ambiguous form is a participle 

o If combined w/ an independent pronoun or pronoun attached to hNEhi, ambiguous form is a participle 

o If definite article attached to ambiguous form, it is a participle – since affix form cannot attach to definite article 



INFINITIVES  

 Focuses on the action itself (action in abstract) Ą no PGN 

 Can have pronoun suffixes, but do NOT take noun abs./con. endings  

 Most common verbal form to receive prepositional prefixes 

 Not always translated “to + verb”; can be translated as “verb + ing” (gerund) 
 

¤wO¤¤' or ¤¤o¤ Qal strong infinitive absolute dwOqP' 
¤¤o¤. Qal strong infinitive construct dqoP.  (much more common) 

Weak verbs that +/- letters may not have holem 

¤¤¤ Qal hollow construct Identical to the lexical form 
¤wO¤ Qal hollow absolute Like lexical form, but always has wO as middle letter 
¤£¤; Pi`el infinitive construct dQeP; 

¤y¤i¤h Hif`il infinitive construct (strong) dymi[]h(; 
¤y¤ih' Hif`il infinitive construct (hollow) ~yqih' 
¤y¤iwOh Hif`il infinitive construct (1st y) byviwOh 

¤¤£hi Nif`al infinitive construct dqeP'hi 
1st gutturals use ¤he 

 

 Function/Usage 
o Absolute – primarily adverbial, does NOT take prefixes/suffixes; used to intensify/modify action of a finite verb 
Á Emphatic construction: inf. absolute + verb (usually prefix) Ą translate by adding surely to verb 
Á Secondarily, infinitive absolutes are sometimes used in place of finite imperative forms 

o Construct – much wider usage, but usually DOES take prepositional prefixes and suffixes (construct = build w/ it) 
 

SPECIAL CASES & SPECIFIC USES 

 l  as prefix to infinitive imparts sense of purpose, and is called a preposition l (pref/aff/imp take no prepositions) 

o Direct speech often introduced by rmoale (an infinite form: saying); l can also adverbify (~Olv'l.: peaceably) 

 B + inf. construct + sufix used to make temporal clause ( wOaboB. lit. in his coming Ą when he came) 

 1st y verbs in the Qal infinitive construct usually drops the y and adds t on the end 

o t[;d:l' ble (preposition l + [dy + special ending t; a heart to understand) 

o tk,l,l' (preposition l + %lh + special ending t) 

 3rd h verbs in the Qal infinitive drop the h and add twO¤¤ 

 Hollow verbs retain the middle y or w in the Qal infinitive: ~Wq ă ~wq  |  awOB ă awb  |  ~yf ă ~yf 
 

VERB MISCELLANIES 

 Infixed t – in Hitpa`el, t is infixed between the root letters & any prefixes 

 Paragogic n – w/ 3mp forms, may cause W to be spelled w/ ¤u: !kurIa]y: (Hi. they may grow long – Deut. 6:2) 
 

hwx (prostrate (oneself) in worship – ONLY Hishtaf`el in OT) 

Affix 3ms hw"x]T;v.hi 3mp Wwx]T;v.hi 
Prefix 3ms WxT;v.YIw: hw<x]T;v.yI 3mp Wwx]T;v.YIw: Wwx]T;v.yI 
Participle ms hw<x]T;v.mi mp ~ywIx]T;v.mi 



VERB CHARTS 
 

Summary of Missing Letter Clues (MLC) ς 90% effective for prefix forms w/ vav conversive 
1.  Check for a dagesh forte in the first root consonant that appears: 

  If so, suspect a missing initial assimilated n Ą aF'YIw: (afn) 

          Exception: xql  

      Note:  no letter of an affix pronoun, prefix pronoun, or prefix complement will ever assimilate 
2.   If no dagesh forte, check the vowel of the prefix: 

    A.   If ¤e, suspect missing initial yĄ bv,YEñw: (bvy) 
      Exception: %l;h' 
    B.  If ¤', suspect missing middle W or wO or y¤i (hollow verb): ~q'y"òw: (~Wq) , aboY"w: (awOB) 

    C.   If anything else – ¤i, ¤;, or a, – missing root letter will be a final h 

      ar.Y:w: (har) , !b,a,ñw: (hnB) 

     NOTE: 3rd h verbs lose the h of the root before prefix complement: Wn<b.yI ă hnb 

NOTE: When only one consonant (doubled or not) shows for a root, prolly have combination 1st n 3rd h verb 

 

 Qal Strong Verb Chart (dqp ς visit) 

Affix/Perfect 

3ms dq;P' 3cp Wdq.P(' 
3fs hd "q.P (' 

h can become t before object suffix 

  

2ms T'd>q ñ;P'  
hT'd>qñ;P' (plene affix pronoun)   

2mp ~T ,d>q;P. 

2fs T.d>q ;P' 2fp !T ,d>q;P. 
1cs yTid>q;ñP' 1cp Wnd>q; ñP' 

Prefix/Imperfect 

3ms dq op.yI 3mp Wdq.p.yI 
3fs dqop.Ti 3fp hn "d>qo ñp.Ti 
2ms dqop.Ti 2mp Wdq.p.Ti 
2fs ydIq.p.Ti 2fp hn "d>qo ñp.Ti 
1cs dqop.a, 

*w/ 1st a verbs, prefix elides 

1cp dqop.nI 

 

TRANSLATION CHART 

 W/ VAV REVERSIVE W/OUT VAV REVERSIVE 

AFFIX present, future past 

 W/ VAV CONVERSIVE W/OUT VAV CONVERSIVE 

PREFIX past future, ongoing present 
 

 



 

Qal Perfect           ¤¤¤' All the rest    ¤¤¤.¤I 
 
 

Geminate verbs are verbs with identical 2nd and 3rd root letters. When analyzing a verb according to the basic rules but 
w/out success, keep the possibility of a geminate verb in mind. Most common roots are as follows: 
 

llh *praise llp *pray llx *profane 

bbr become great ~mt *be complete [[r *be evil 

~mh make a noise !nr shout !nx *show favor 

~mx become warm rra curse ~mv *be desolate 

ddv lay waste rrc be hostile ddm measure 

bbs *surround  *occurs more than 75 times in OT 

  


